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Abstract

The present research paper offers an analytical study of Emperor Ashoka's (r. 268—232 BCE) Dhamma
policy. Through a close textual examination of Ashoka's inscriptions, the study establishes that his
Dhamma policy was not merely a religious or ethical injunction, but rather a comprehensive
politico-administrative philosophy that articulated one of the earliest organized conceptions of a
welfare state in world history. Following the Kalinga War (261 BCE), Ashoka's psychological and
philosophical transformation brought about an unprecedented shift in ancient Indian political thought
— a transition from Digvijaya (conquest by war) to Dhammavijaya (conquest through righteousness).
This research presents a comparative and critical analysis of primary evidence derived from the
thirty-three inscriptions.
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YT M bl TH-AITd FR GITEH: 319MH & fereral |

fdfsfad dig BedToTRRT T Bl AT

1. Mot et
GE-UTeATI®, Sfderg femT
Pleio] 3TH b T, foed! fagfaaTed

qar

&I ST U THTE 3T (IMEABIA: 268-232 THT Yd) Bl AT T e oTTeTes reaa UEgd BT 2
NP & AT b T UTSIeATer & HTEAH & I8 ST I8 (U BT 8 fob 37Mieh &l ue-Afd Pered Teh
e a7 A IUeT AT Y, Sfcds T AT eI Tdep- eI e <2 ot St fay efaer # deamoret
T BT HH TfSd FTEIROT WA BT &1 FBiclT & (261 AT Jd) & 1S 3906 b AHIHS 3R SiHE
R T TR RAT TSI § Ueb 3 dqd shifd 3o ohl—"fefersra & "-fastg bl 3R HehHoT| T2
ST 33 TTATeIal < TTeIfAes ATe BT JerTeHes 3R ST T TIeetoT T&Id T &

HETIT

T SraTedt <81 gqd H HIF Qg YA SUAETEY 1 Hod IMfeRiellc! AsHifdeb SH1e & B9 § I
TS HIF ERT MU 3R =0T & Ffemed § ufqutied Istifde aemedars grr gafeld a8 9y 4
IR 3R BSR WIS =0T W STremRa o\ fohg 319Tes 3 AT H I AU U 3N dyd Seife
3R weTa e gited & ot < fay sfaem A sifgdia 21
3PN PT AARIEUT T 268 9T Yd H ATl URMD Iuit § I TR fastar gome &1 vfies § @1
eeaTaer 3R STSTBERH i sig U 3% "9 3N & BU § fofd #Xd &b 9 31K Aeardial omasd
ST U FT WITUd B H FH o) g 261 39T @ H ST gg 7 371 & Siad B 1S Hifds B9 9
gitafdd e 2
ToretTerE X111 ® 319N @ forad € fob wfer foomr § S o SAfrdat Bl St ST T, Udh o’ A fekd
g H AR Y, 3R IHY S AT TS B Hg (IS B9 H) g2 | g ATHEPId foe e H fopell femiar
TUTE BRI g &b Ufd TLTdT] B1 g feifea stfeafad 21 AT o (1973) foradt € 1o a8 ggmarg baw
AT 72T T, Sfeeh 8 T b1 HYUT I T et Tear—

"Thereafter, now, the Kalingas being annexed, became intense His Sacred Majesty's observance of

Dharma, love of Dharma, and his preaching of the Dharma."
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T URadT & b | o7 """ B TR | I B 27 417 € 136 37971 HI 97 T dR R dig o 721 o,
TafT I 915 & 3R g T Bl &0 USH BT &1 ITHT U Teh FraiHes Afde e dfegar ot < ot
YT 3R GUSET Bl WIHBE &l Teb | TE T TGRS AT T O RURT off ST foremet iR fafay ammsa &1
Afde G H I B TR ot

YA BT TR Vi A ATALTER ST

Y Y IfITST 3R wehfa

" (VTSR), " (UTT), AT " (HERd) STeR T A H8hd UTq " (FRT BET) H g8 €1 WO
AT g & e o7 aref STd TUE 2—HfHe B, Afde TEROT, TS e, 3R T8t 7 6
AT T HoMd I

3TOME BT T 31 T 4 ™=, foog T T wIfad off | FBreera 11 5 97 &7 i 89 &R 2 T8 &
"ERITOT I UTY" (3TTER HedToT, HH UT) | I T T Tobg Te TRMTST € ST ¥ I T ATIRINE
Afdes figid & B H U&gd &l 8

SreTTer@ VI & 19T ed € o6 T Tuerdl (99 Uhe) &1 G fham ST 91fet | I8 "qdyd qaqma” &
URAAH fefEd aoaed €1 3711d Bl ¥ dig g1 & URd off fbq o1 a1 781 @I N.A. Nikam 3R Richard
McKeon (1959) = dds T fos &9 "universal morality" o ST @41 ¥l § 9 &0 4 ISR GICEIRES
THEIdT T = o |

Tg TafSTedT 3riies 1 TeHIfae eI &1 ufamas €1 T fere ammes fSe sieron, sig, o, Tiias
IR ffo=T SrTfeae) vt & Sl &1, & Yehlerd B & folq fopdT Teb GuEr &1 YaR STeATaelies gidil

ue & Y fagia

1. ifEan s wwom

e 1 # o] afd W gfdey &1 Ieid@ g1 300 7 0 TS IR # e 9] a9 &I Wi
fopam— et ufafed ¢ deel &R WTOT AR 14 &, 376 et 2l AR 3R T 207" | Tt 98 gof Tehrer
&} o, forg I arfean & o & Aeayuf wem o

e v ¥ weeit & fore Wt fafecar giowmsii &7 <aw &1 Seoid 8| I8 HTd-U9] GHHAT Bl hifderT
S{TEROT 27|

2. ATAT-TO@T 3R e BT TR

TOraTerg 111 3R IX ® "ggear" (Sar-HT) W I a1 T €1 37911 7 el 1o Arar-odn, e, gal 3R
SHOTI-SITETOT < U TP H7 T TTER €| I8 UTRATRS 3R GRS AT Bl ASTed B &1 TATg T
3. Todeafian siv @

OreTer@ X1 # HTavas @™ b e &1 T v, fhq arer € urfies ok qmifsre sevat & faw g &
TeaTTed o T 21 T 3Tfeie Gqe &1 figid ol

4. T IR FEER

oo 1V # "9Td Ia" (S3ER & 98 BH) BT T €| I8 AfrdTTd I FHAToT 0 oe ST 2 |
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AT HETHT: HEITTA ST

Y Bl HE UG 7 TR 3206 7 38 HRITTd BU &A1 FOerer@ v (256 a1 gd) | "o HEmEl" @l
TRt &1 Soci@ 2| A SATIBRI ¥ & IR, HIHToIe BedToT, 3R =TT HRITEA & il SRl 9|

YW HEME & B ATIE o

- U & GHT Il H 97 T IeR

- i unfties gt % S gera =i e

- T BATUTBRT AT BT T

- Y AT H HAAIAT AT BT

TITer@ # 8T T € "5SS fedq@ St (TE ST % fed 3R g@ & oy €)1 I8 a9 e
FHITITBRT T F "public welfare" BT STTLROTT FT AT THHE 2 |

e B § ot & Feamor & g s aw 9w e e e 9, St referst-arfeesor (\fea s
ToMTT) & BU H H1 I | T ol T THAT bl 19T H UTfeefict wem ol

FITHA & AT AW et & are

TS UR

1. T YOl § A 0T

Y @ IV H T Add HeEaqUl ~ATe GUR Bl Ici &: HJes W AT Bl 17 e 1 "Srga=m
(GARIER) Tt & ST =1fER | 218 3Mfep 2 AT (mercy petition) HT WA B 27|

379N 3 el foh 20 afe § TR 310 uRRam iR ot & it Tt 2, SH-Yud 9 FehdT 8, TR 310 HHf
TR IR B qebaT 21 g €, Frarfien & Y et Fofa R gafdem @ st fiedr 81 g = § qede
TARAT BT FHTIDT T

2. USTT-SeaToT Sl Ut fHear

TOATerE VI H 3797166 H1od Xd & "Fead Teagl dd s (F9 T99, 99 ©H W H R §) | 5961 37ef 2
1B T < TEi € USTT T T @ fTT Suete B

3TeME A el o ATe I WiIvH o & &, Jd [ H &, 31 fasm R R &1, i #1S 31urd f&ifa & af 3% i
e o5 ST | g ATaT BT GAdRETST eft—TSTT ST 37 TTHT 781, Jae 81 T8 e cliddite fHeid
"EREHR ST bl T " BT W HBT T |

3. TerdseiemtoT ottt FAdiaror

A DT STcid didd o, Tobq 37Tl 3 Widi STTEepIRal 1 uaied Waddr WaH Sl "IN, g,
e AR TR fETR S fafi TRl % Strferet 91

7o 3 Frafia e (Feror amEet) B e S ® Ut a9 § 3 TfEert 1 &5 B ERT B
3R Y™ & Y9I & ATY-T1Y TH-1S1ehdl &1 FHaror #id|

HEITUTERT AT
1. TerfSear gfaematt @t fowar
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TOIcTTerE 11 H 3T9Mieh TTd & =od &ed & To =i 370 AT o 31K US ! Ieat ® M, uies, difaad,
B, AU (SfictenT) 3R T&t a 1o Ja7 (Hiep) Tt H—geat 3R uReii g1 & forg fefocarerat &r
STOAT T |

1Y &, T T, T8i 3R Bl Bl AY0T BT TAT| T8 AT WTRH Bl ATYH BRIGH T ST
HHE-US] HHAT & THEId O ST |

TTTTTT BT GRIATI oI GaTE H fefohedT TR & TavIy et € ST fOretTeral & 2rat o1 s & &

2. ST-gferarati @t forwra

oraTer 11 % fr=fafea gioemsit &1 eia 2

- TSTHT T STITER gaii (TRt siT) <l Joor

- 3 & 91T (3F-arfeen) & fafor

- TrafHa starer w el Pl gars

- TR o g fesmaTe (ereerTe)

- TRl o T T2t 3R IR

g ATYHF TSt ATEEAT (public infrastructure) HT U HEHOT T TIAR H gl shiar" &1
FmtoT 3R TEvETd 11 T 6 fHaTe e ST Hedyqul ISTE0T €| I8 STl vared 3R S faem & ufd
T BT AfdergaT 22T 2|

3. Tovar 3w Afdes wfeteror

T WETHTE bl Ueb U b1 frefT 3R Afaes UfSieror o | 3 Sferesr Tig-Tid STt 6w bl I &, e
T AT, 3R AT THREAT BT ST BATd |

oIt & fotg farere nfereror SR 9| I wiffies = Bl e ® wfasiicT & o)

aniferes Hifaat

1. B9 GReToT

o 1 # 37 Icat 3R I3t | ufderr o T o ue] afct 2t off | 28T Uk ATRIRe HRT B
H U opeT (TRt Sedi) BT TReToT &M

37T H WY BT ILIETT T €T TR FIR S8 BT UL 7| 37211 7 3 Afdeh MR R 3R #Aoigd foa|

2. ATTRE Flaumg
fera AR 9Tt 1 FAion, St § qRef, AR IS garard B R ¥ AR HT HiedTe o
3T9MIeh & STTEAGRIA H MR BT Ui TR, 7ef o 3R feror-qd Tior ¥ AR =@R| W &1

Ui WITSAT 3R Tgetars
oo X1 # 31T Fed &: "Ha gHe i (ST SUSR OoT €)1 O 317 ed & 1o 370 Sy &l
TTHT 3R R Bl 2T 781 B! A1, Sfeds G TUSHRIT & 91 dcd Bl GHSHT 1T |
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Te T sfdem & wnfhe qiRwd & qad @ 3R Uil gae ¢ | o1y, & fagH v 3erd & e wn
Ig HEWIaT arEafaes off a7 TeHITds ATTRREAT? T e 3R fafty amme & wifie god § 9o0 &
TeTq gfesopar stfHawf o |

qAATAD FITATOT: W fersr o 79T BT R

T STATST 28T 9d H Iy § 2 ofeenel qend 9 3l Bl f[Aferdr & aue & g aHeTe
ST H T ST 2|

AT HEM (356-323 SHT Yd): IJAM! fooidT STeiaoier STferd 3R 8 Taorar # T et 1 Igept Aifa
et (forg fost) o telies 4 |t o & =@l At 7oA, foeg Sfet gg & ae W faw (fas
TSt BT TN STcldsist Bl A & 916 ITH1 AT qid fadied gl T, STefe T9me 7 36 a8f db
srifdqdes e fsar|

= % 5T 37 gaTTT (247-210 a7 gd): T T9Te ¥ B3R fIfeang (Legalism) % SITHR W Thidd S BT
fmfor fpam| S faemd R 0T & fAg geas! &t STem iR g i o <& a7ie F =R &
TIIAT 3R GaH G B Trei forar—feegpa faudid gfeewion

& & 2Tt TSTarT: TSI e § ZTciHT STl § AT TEBid 2o o1 T T 3reiies 3 ®=IHg
LB SR WTeTSAT &1 T febaT—gHifeT fereTrere fafimT fefoat 4 €

T2l BT "SI TS WWW#W‘? "Z19tfHe TS (Philosopher King) T STqEROTT
A B ot | 3PN I e | S auROT &1 qa4 FHehedd aredidd ISTeX0T €1 I U IMd o S
290 (& | T TMTIId & 3TR I8P STHR ST B3 BT T e

SE] T ”?i?o\'ﬂﬁ SITHP": 3TE] & ATIR, Th AT ATEF I8 S U B "get S{Tg" (eudaimonia) BT
TTHRAT | 3T BT "SS T fedag@" (ST 1 fed 3R @) 41 fgid &1 ufaeaf g1

SATATATHS U9

T 3 BT AT Baet sTeeiare o7 e T 4 & | $ et § aford smeet sraeie s & guia:
AN e & Tehd & b RIaTices T18 (1TUaTet, Tgeh, FU) <M1 & o BT 22 e foparmazm gam|

T VT ATEdd § T g7 e gime, gt g, iR unfie s ffga w9 a9
fohg T AT e a1 o1fie BT arfas @M e, I8 7o fJaerog 81 e gerd: I &
gfedior § fag e §

HI AT & U H g-AIT B AT AT &R &7 b ¢ b statad Afdesdr 4§ o1fed 31 eIk
BT 379l & 1% & SIS W Bl ST Tel T Teb 3R gy 9y fa@fed &t T a8 yH-HAifd &1
STt STUCTdT T Tehd & HahdT B
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YR Bl TBeAdTg

1. grTfee g fafiT aifie o aieplos aqel & o wifa ok gesrfc) uifies et &1
S foretTerat # 721 At

2. T B FERAT: A9 ¥ 36 A6 qP (AT 268-232 61 q9) Sifdwdes  omed fem| sfem g5 &
1S IS 981 Jg Tei AT

3. SIRIER AFIAT: 3ME 7 TH YaRe gd oficier, a1, 3R ufsm gfeRr @ Wel| IR Tepid &1
TergeaTdY TR g3 |

4. Afde ST BT AIed: 3TN ford Sfaerd H Afde I & Wdld 91 1T MYHe  RA A 3T w9 &I
TS elieb ST

TG 3R AT

1. TR BiSATSAT

FT 9™ T idl § GHE B9 Y AN g7 @l B fIaor HE g1 fawier e Iy #
et W g, 7 6 B H | I Gera a7 & fob uw qerd: TivTad! el 1 ehided e Bl ST 2T |
LSS & Uil § e 3R Uid i Tt YAt e &1 e 0T &1 diTg of |

2. 3Tfeles T

ToeTTeT WIS o (U9 HeTiH, RfdciTerd, ) BT & TSRS R HIT aeT T 8| Tf9me § &
HUEOT W ST FB3R HIH &, T Tad: ST T8 | T HeATUTBRI &Y & fell 2 ST TY?

3. AStHIfde Toret

FO AYHE TBH (T 2024 & TH 32 H) d% d & o6 ¥ T "G i AT off | fafsa &=t
(ST8 i) H FRRaT & fog Afdes TudT Smavas off | ¥/ 3 A & deTRes B9 8 Thidhd BTl

TorTer@ X111 ¥ 31 7 fora 1o aaft I 319 g 78 o, fobq "arantaa” (TTfaret Ivgh) i are <d
£ Tob 3TarTT %1 < 2111 IE goriaT € fo6 ot sifear 2t ot

4. SATEIHETRAT GRT B FohaTaem

39T b YT PO AR U 2IRY A AT BT ST & BT HATH T4, fobg ST 18| 3T Bl 9 &
50 a9t & Wi 7 arTey fadfed € | g e B SrefdTieid STathedT Bl Tehd gl

TIad: T FATIH AR AT—3TNE Bl BRIAT R 7RI TF TR FaT & BT § Ig SAlfdd T8l ©
THI|

HHBTA UTHTTRAT
219 TS H G T9HIG 3R AfdddT &1 Gy faese 8 71 Udid i1 €, 3T1E Bl UH-Ald Whiie

Teem-fer v P 2 |
Y BeATITBRT TT H FHATY
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ATYAF BATITBRT AT (Welfare State) BT o T9&Id & 196 T BT 1A haed TRETT TR AT &,
Sfceh AT BT ATHTISTR-ATTEIe PerdToT WT €| 3T Bl "5 STE fedq@” 78! Pedl € |

ey 4, e, giAaet em—3 T e FOER T & 3T € AR e & Rl § W
TAeTd 21

TR T & T e dedi & gt
UN & Tdd fa&m et (SDGs) ¥ IMTHA €: T, et «iffies TrmdT, gafaRoer TRefor, 3iR IMifd | Tid
Bl Aifd & F Tt Tt foemm & |

YHARAETAT AR TgAag
3797 o WA 2

T 3R A9NE
HETHT T 7 37911 T SAUAT 1L HEAT| T FT AT 22 R HATIE TN Dl ¥H-fasTg Bl TS
AT | MY T et o 36 219nies 7 T8 e 1% sifean o srfaamd T&l, Teiifde T m i 99a € |

A6 I dereie”
e e B e Afvmslier (@ rifRget aeetEa Ui g & v B et )
TG A 3TN Ak Bl AP wast # T &

TeroaoT: o yeAT s a2

AT, € T 33T & o T FTRR0T SR Ufceoret & o H AT ISTHITT ST 82 3T BT ISTeR0T IdTdl &
1o g T a1 €, Tobg AU | T SATaee 8 ATEIATE ATTTRERT Bl T8 H Tl 8

Frepe

LA I & g e fefefea 2

Ter, 379N 1 ur-AfT [ sfaera & Afdew 9mem &1 ue Afgdia o qrefde v e g8 o uifde
3UCT el, dfch Th AR ISHITdPb-IRTE S IaRERT off S I99 & Udd U1, ST,
3TefHeT, 3R THTISTS Tarel—ahb! TITIad et &t |

T, fercTer Fae TR T& & | QRIdTicrds ared (i, T8, ST GTaATT) S9Td & b HIh! 28 b
ToRaTer— B3TT| JETU T8 3Tee! ARG & &M, fobq JeT Afd @] g8

T, U g 1 & AR off foog qraifaes off| 31eies § g arvTa &l gl ufduTied far s smyfe
YHFRUSTAT BT TR 2| TE T IeIdT &l fIfaes TToTes 1 TebTdsed o ohT IUFHRTT|
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TIqe, T YT BT I &, 3AMb bl AN T BT TH GiSd BeATITRRT 5T I Bl JITH 7|
afeean, feret, AT 2, =™ GUR, 3R AHING FAT0T—3 T YT FaueRl 59 & dd
319N & 9T | faemme 9

Ty, fSiea@ X1 § aford qfads— Rfesa § ye-fea—ama gfdem § v sifded) 9 o
el IR T IfraeTTed! GTE ¥ G I 1 ATTaR AT TTa 1 37oA1aT| I f8g ar & fob orfer 3k
Afdedr &1 gTieT 69 €|

e & oy & o

e § frmfefed el o 9y sTmaeas &

1. & OITtat &7 qer T g —aIT = &=l # a7 &l foparae Tt om?

2. USIHT T (SfieiehT, I, eTEeie) TR 37T Pl HH-ATd &1 T

3. ¥-Afd % anfeles 1T &1 gaferd vy

4. TR ST & STIaH U 7 & TG 6T QAT Siaerd

3ifam we

THTE 3TN BT TH-JR-ANT AT ST H AT STTHA BT 33T Aled Wegd HXdl & | JefT g8 quid: fesfamer
HT UTHeR BT, fohq Tre ffdaTe & o6 319ies 3 Sifar ot AfdedT & w1 S o6 TTefies wame foham

HiT & BT fepfiforpr 7 T foordT &1 foames # 95 a1l I8 AfdaTd giadd TeHITae aikadT
BYTART G| 32T = g fopam o6 o dhaet <8 1R ¥1fod W 1, afcep I 3R AfdasdT |+t @fud &
qHT 2

I & Hed H S AT 3R Afdasar B U ot 51T ST 8, St 91fed 1 €1 qated Jod THE ST 8,
3TOTH BT IZTEVT I8 g T ¢ b Jomes 3R e (AfdasdT) &7 AsTey 7 Bt T &, i 197 B
ZrefepTictes FRRAT R IHdT & @y sTaeass i €|

39T T YA el B I7h STTEIBIRAT GRT IR 7 &Y ST et 2, g 28 wHa <A1 W 31fie B1Y
BIS] 21 3 Wl ST 89 37911 &9 Bl STd &, a1 8H I1E 3ATdT € T T IR b Y1 A g Bl AR 97Tl

I, T T AT BEUT BT AT &T| T 372N PI G TS ool 8T THT foota ST geanfeeal g i
T 21
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